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A little field with
many beating hearts...

For centuries Churchfield has been an unchanged landscape typical of this area, and many native
plants and creatures have made it their home. With a Heritage Lottery Fund grant, the Friends of
Churchfield have planted trees, shrubs and flowers and improved access, making this site more
inviting for wildlife and people. Birds are shy and fly away quickly
when they spot you. Some of our animals only come out at night.
But if you stop, look and listen, you may see...
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Hedgehog

The hedgehog comes out at night in
search of slugs, worms, insects, berries
and seeds to eat, so worry about one if
you see it during the day - it should be
asleep! Hedgehogs hibernate during the
winter. We can help protect them by not
dropping rubber bands and plastic rings
from drinking cans, which do them the
most harm.

Bats

Two of the 17 UK bat species, the smallest,
‘Pipistrelle’ and the largest, ‘Noctule’, visit
Churchfield to feed. You will see pipistrelles
flying jerkily between the trees just after
sunset as they search for flying insects
such as gnats and midges to eat.

Bat facts:

» It is illegal to handle them
unless you have a licence.

» Bats suckle their young.

* Bats live in colonies.
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Butterflies and Moths

The butterflies of Denby Dale include

the White Letter Hairstreak, the Small
Tortoiseshell, the Meadow Brown, and the
Speckled Wood. Together with moths, they
play a very important role in nature as they
pollinate our plants and the caterpillars

are a food source for birds. They are an
excellent indicator of how healthy our
natural habitats are.

FUN FACT... Some butterﬂies
and moths migrate. A painted

lady butterfly may have flown all
the way from North Afrwo(
_ that’s over 1200 miles!!!

Bees

The wildflowers in Churchfield are often song ¥
Turdus

visited by bumblebees. There are several
species and when you look at the flowers
you may see a Buff-Tailed Bumblebee
and a Red-Tailed Bumblebee
collecting nectar and

pollen. They provide

a vital service

in pollinating the

plants. Bumblebees

Bumblepee
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Mole

You know moles are present by
the molehills they create when
tunnelling their burrows, which
can be up to 70 metres long.

In the middle ages, a mole
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was known as a ‘moldewarp,

. Mole ITalpa europaeq
which means earth thrower.

FUN FA(T... Moles can run
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are not usually
aggressive so are
unlikely to sting.

Wood Mouse

AKA the Long Tailed
Field Mouse

Wood mice are hardly

ever seen during the day. ST Mouse

However, they are probably Apodemus
Britain’s most numerous mammals, sylvaticus
with many living in Churchfield.

FUN FACT... If a wood mouse gets
caught by its tail, the ckin will
come off from that poing, allowing
the lucky mouse 29 escape,
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BIRDS

Song Thrush

The Song Thrush has suffered serious
decline in numbers in the past 30 years.
Smaller than a blackbird, you can see the
Song Thrush running or hopping across
open ground searching for worms, slugs
and snails to eat.

Wren

A shy little bird with a big voice. You will
most probably hear wrens before seeing
them due to their full-throated warbling.
You may see them low down near hedges
searching for insects.
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In 2015 the robin topped a poll of more
than 200,000 people resulting in it being
elected as our national bird! This feisty and
territorial bird will defend his or her own
territory quite fiercely.

Tawny Owl

Tawny owls are ever-present in our
woodlands. They feed mostly on voles,
mice and shrews, but may also eat beetles,
frogs, worms and small birds. You may see
one sitting in the top of a Churchfield ash
tree, but you will have to be up early,

as they are unlikely to be around

once the sun rises.

FUN FACT... Owls make \/irzhlwtlll?/L
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in a silent flight - an ab&ol/ltutetal
necessity for such a stealthy huntet:

Kestrel

You may see kestrels hovering over
Churchfield or perched on a fence post,
overhead cable, or on viaduct ledges,

as they search for voles, other rodents,
worms, insects and even small birds.
Their exceptional eyesight is key to their
hunting success.
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Great Spotted
Woodpecker

The iconic Great Spotted Woodpecker
1s our most common woodpecker. It

Is easier to hear than see, especially

in the springtime with its loud, rapid
drumming against a tree branch. Look
for woodpeckers in the large trees in
Churchfield. The male has a bright red
patch on the back of his head.

FUN FA(T... Waadpeckers have a
Zongue as long as their body,

which they use #9 get food oy
dof hales,

Bullfinch

The secretive Bullfinch likes to remain

in thick cover as much as possible and
builds nests in dense thickets and thick
hedges. Bullfinches are often regarded

as pests amongst fruit growers as they
love to eat the buds from the trees, and
so reduce the crop. However, where there
is a good supply of ash tree seeds, such
as in Churchfield, the effect on fruit trees
1S minimal.

Bullfin
Pyrriula Pyrrhucliz1

TREES

Ash Tree

Amongst the trees in Churchfield are six
magnificent ash trees. These are hugely
important to the wildlife here, as the trees’
winged seeds, known as ‘keys’, provide
food for birds. The leaves provide food
for some moth caterpillars,

and deadwood from the

trees houses beetles and

other insects. The ash is

known as the “Tree of Life”

in Norse mythology.

Ash trees were believed

to have mystical and

healing powers, and

ash wood was burned

to ward off evil spirits.

WILDFLOWERS

Native wildflowers have an important role
in supporting wildlife. Pollinating insects
rely on the flower nectar for food,

and birds feed on the seeds.

There are over 20 different

species of wildflower in

Churchfield, such as Ragged

Robin, Bird’s-Foot Trefoll,

Oxeye Daisy, Yellow Rattle,

and Bramble.

For more facts about the biodiversity
in Churchfield, including amphibians
and other wildlife, please visit:
www.friendsofchurchfield.org.uk




